Economic Viewpoint

'TO BEAT COLOMBIA'S GUERRILLAS,

LEGALIZE DRUGS IN THE U.S.

' QUICK FIX:
A $1.6 billion
aid program
probably won't

- work, but if

cocaine were

legal, the huge
flow of funds
to the
guerrillas
would stop
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evere minlhs zpe | eent lo Hopold to

speak on ceonomic izsues. | had niecs

dipciszdons shoul the ongoing recession,
fiscal imbalanees, and the independent een-
tral bank’s appraach Lo reducing inflation and
allowing the oxchange rate to foat.

Yoo it was clear then that standard eog-
nagrile isses wee sideshows in Colombia, The
country's future iz wrapped up in Bsoes of
gerrilla warfurs, drug traffeking, the paliti-
ciel will to fight terrorism, and the efficlensy of
the pilitary, It is remarkahble that the demo-
crubandly eleeted president, Andrés Pastrana,
olfectively turned over the southern parl of
his eountry to a guerrilla group, the Fane,
b mun the vegion a3 it pleases, mestly for
thie cors business. Pastrana would like o
make peace with the gpoerrvillas, but the Fanc
has litzhe renson Do negolizte with 3 weak,
compliant govoernment.

In response 1o the disintepration of legal |

pitbority sed the expancion of the drug trade
in Colembia, the U 5. Congrress s consldoring
8 three-vear ail packape of 216 billion to
support Pastranas “Flan Colombia ™ Ome rea-
sy that the Adminktrlion i mupporling this
pran B8 Lhal Pastrang is & friend of democrsoy
and human rights. In fet, Colombia has long
slowind ol in Lalin Americs for its democratic
traditions, Unfortunately, however, Colombia
mwy now lgawe Lo mnch dr_-rmm—r.;n::l;_ with it=s
constrnintd central authority and poorly fese-
tiondng army, to eambat eflectively the ter-
rerist Uhresl. The country would probably be
better off with a flpure like Perovian Proesi-
dent Albsrte Fujimori who would be willing,

| tomporarily, to suspend Helits and dermaeral,

i praetices L difent the guerrillas and reim-
pose law and erder,

HEIGHBORING CRACHDOWHNS. [I' Lhi: aid pacl-
age s approved, Amevicans will end up ef-
fectively supporting boeth sides of Cobombin’s
eivil war, UL S, taxpayers will help finance
the Calomnbian government’s flght against the
guettillas, Bub Armerion dng consumers will
continaw to finenee the puerrillas® war with

| Bogrora
[rstesul of Washington providing money |
b the Colombian government, we should be- |

pin thinking of curtailing the cach that Amer-
fean consumers send o the other sde—Lhe
puerrilks. Thiz could be sccomplished, virtu-
ally overnight, by bepalizing drugs in the
UL 5. People would =il v dirugs and pay for
thiem (L lower prices), but st least the in-
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| dustry would no langer be conmiostod to erinne-
il aelivily
To date, the foeus of UL S, drog policy has
been Uhe curtailment of supply, Barry Me
Caffrey, Tead of te White House drog office,
arguer that Plan Colombia should be swp-

Pora amd Bolivie: "Withoot additional T8,
wzsiglanee, Colombin 2 unlibely to experienes:
the dramstic progress in the drog fight ex-
pereneed by fle Andean nedghbors,” Aldwoogh
Colombin hes lang besn o mjer player in
distribution, L Beenme che worlds largest
grower of coca only vesently, precisely be-
canze thoese netivitios beeame more diffieuls n
the neighboring countries. There & oo ovi-
dence that the antidrug suecesses in Peru
and Bolivia curtadled the reglons overall sup
ply of drogs.

REGULATE aAMD TaX. Colombia has also expe-
riencad vietories against the drap trode by
wiping 0wl the disbribation cartels in Mede{lin
and Cali. Bt the responss was & shifl of the
retwork (o olher proups and places. I Colom-
bia experienees mone such vidories, then the
drug business may rdum Lo ils neighboring
counlries, including fresh possibilities in
Ecusdor, or to other parls of the warkd, The
fundamenial problem would continue to be
the high willingness to pay for drgs by users
in the L& and other rich oountries. This
demand would be servieed at some prica,
samewhere in e world,

The 11 5, daes ol have schonses like Plan
Colombin for countsies that prodhizee tohnoees
o alechal. The bmportanl differenees betweesn
Labavenfateshal and coemine’marijoehcruin
| are nat that ane group of drogs i3 mere dan-

pereus than the other, but racher that the
former 18 legal and cthe bntter illogal,
We ought 1o be repulating and taxing the
presently et diugs as we do tobseeo amd al-
| eohal. Dhing o would not only raize tax pev-
enaes bt would alse save enormos reamenees
presently expendied on police and prisonz.
The freed-ug money could be used, in part, to
furd health progrmma For doug usors and ed-
ueation programs desigred (o diminish the
demand for dnigs.

Inatead, we meem o be moving on an in-
exorable ]:-.a?.lr Loward r'..'rr.-!uu_'l_q‘ FELEGET
tobaood thi way Uhal we presently treat ille-
gl druge. Prohibition should have raught us
something, Our drug paliey 1= & mess, seri-
casly in need of & basie reorientation.
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